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The Year that was 2011 
 

First of all can I thank everyone that 
helped out with making VEA happen in 
2011.   
 
VEA is made up of a handful of Victorian 
Eventers that want to see our great sport 
in Victoria continue into bigger and 
better things.  VEA contributes through: 

�  Running Competitions 
�  Financially sponsoring events 
�  Organising social events 
�  Keeping the eventing community 

up to date via facebook and 
website. 

�  Organising clinics 
 

Where do the opportunities stop for 
VEA?  They don’t.   
Fortunately we have a few people to 
make our events in 2011 continue to run 
but we were unable to do anything new. 
 
So who can get involved with VEA?  
Anyone can!   
VEA is run for Victorian Eventers, by 
Victorian Eventers.  We all have horses 
to ride, jobs to go to and are flat out all 
day everyday.  But if we don’t make 
time, who will???? 
 
The Victorian Eventers Association 
(VEA) was initially established to give 
Victorian Eventers a voice in decisions 
made by the Equestrian Federation of 
Australia (Victorian branch). 
The format of VEA has changed since it 
was first started but the overall vision 
hasn’t change.   
To improve our sport and fellow 
competitors in Victoria. 
 

Hot Topics – March  
At Tonimbuk Horse Trails a Hot Topics 
discussion was organised for Saturday 
night with guest speakers Amanda Ross 
and Jonna McLean on Horse Fitness for a 
Three Day Event. 
I thank both riders for their time. 
 
Hot Topics will be an idea that I would like 
to continue with into 2012 and they will 
begin with a Riders Forum planned for 
April.  Stay tuned. 
 
ROTY Cocktail Party – June  
With the help of a handful we delivered on 
our promise of mixing up the best night on 
the eventing calendar.  With a change of 
venue, date and format I think it was well 
received by over 130 people.   
There always needs to be changes made and 
one big one in my mind is to gain more 
respect for the award presentation on the 
night.  For 2012 we will be staying with the 
same venue and same weekend.   

Amateur Of The Year Top 4: Juana Andreous, 
Isabel Houghton, Chelsea Priestly & Chris Height 
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Rider of The Year Top 5: Katja Weimann, 
Will Enzinger, Emily Anker, Shay Smith & 

Jenni Hodgins 
 

Listings of top 10 are on the website. 
 
The 2011/12 season will see a slight 
change to the way points are awarded 
to riders with multiple riders.  Full details 
will be on the website. 
 
Combined Training Day – August 
Unfortunately with it clashing with Mt 
Gambier HT we lost a few senior riders 
but overall good numbers and excellent 
feedback.  We moved the entries to 
Nominate and even with the cost of                 
this, it makes the draw and receiving 
entries 100 times easier.  
Werribee Park isn’t the cheapest 
location.  We will be keeping our August 
date but hopefully with some help we 
will be running a second 
training/competition weekend at a new 
location. 

Edith Kane on ESB Irish Justice in the 
CNC*** class 

Paintballing Trip – December 
Thank you to Jonna Mc Lean for 
organising another great day Paintballing 
in Wallan.  We had 31 people attend.   A 
great mix of ‘old school’ and ‘new school’ 
including Scott Keach, David Bloomfield, 
Seamus Marwood and Rob Goodwin. 
 

What will 2012 hold for us? 
Fingers crossed we will get some drier 
weather and every second competition 
won’t be cancelled. 
Before we know it, it will be time to get 
back in the saddle and start entering 
competitions again. 
Pakenham has rescheduled their new 
date to February. 
 
We head into an Olympic year.  Sydney 
will be running a CCI*** competition on 
their usual May weekend then Melbourne 
3DE will be in June. 
Olympics begin 27th July. 
 
The 2012 National Eventing Futures 
squad has been announced and Victoria 
can be proud to have 9 horses on it.  A full 
list can be viewed on the website. 
 
Eventing Victoria is accepting nomination 
for the 2012 state squads.  Applications 
close December 23rd. 
 
Finally, don’t be afraid to get involved.  
There are no official roles, just a group of 
people wanting to see things get done. 
 
If you have any ideas of what you would 
like to see done or changed.  Let us know. 
 
To everyone that entered the CTD and 
came along to the Cocktail Party – Thank 
You. 
To everyone that didn’t - Make sure you 
support our events in 2012 
 

Regards 
Simon Tainsh 
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