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1. Tooradin Horse Tr ials 
   Tooradin ran, as Yona Lloyd pointed out, 
with too much wind for the usual plague of 
flies and mozzies, enough rain to keep the 
dust down and clouds to keep the weather 
cool. Perfect.  

 
Yona Lloyd winning a PN on Ko Ko Black 

   The other exciting change was the shifting 
of the show jumping down to the flat area 
where the two star normally do dressage. 
Although this removed a bit of atmosphere 
 around the sponsors tent and score boards, 
it still drew plenty of spectators to watch 
riders tackle the excellent show jumping 
course and certainly made warming up 
easier!  

   The cross 
country was 
lovely and 
soft under 
foot and 
although it 
held few new 
fences, time 
was hard to 
make and 
places 
changed 
accordingly. 
Scores were 

up quickly and presentations well attended.  

 
Will Enzinger on BWS Eagle winning PN C 

   Really, Tooradin run an excellent and enjoyable 
event with a super friendly committee although 
Lance pointed out that they need some more 
younger members on the committee. As they are 
running another event later this year, now is the 
time to give Lance a call and get involved! The 
only criticism is that Tooradin, Geelong and 
Tonimbuk have had to run on three successive 
weekends due to EI, leaving some very tired 
horses and riders. 

   VEA is very 
grateful to the 
organisers and 
sponsors for their 
excellent work in 
giving the Victorian 
season such a quality 
event so soon after 
EI. 
 
Adam Benson and The 
Enthusiast winning the CNC* 

Below: Two star winners for the fourth 
time, Janelle Pitts and Mr Showoff 
 



 
Cassie Lowe 

 

 
Amanda Howell had a good weekend with 2nd and 3rd in the CNC 
**  

 

 

 
Will Enzinger winning a Prelim on Flowervale Masterati  

 

 
Kate Hassal and Modena winning a Prelim. 
 

2. Tonimbuk 2008 
   Tonimbuk Horse Trials ran on the weekend and 
Megan Jones took out the first two places in the 
three star with Janelle Pitts third and Amanda 
Howell 5th, both with impressive show jumping 
rounds. Jona McLean took out one of the CIC *  
and Amanda Howell won the CIC ** . 
Full results can be found on the VEA website. 
   On a sad note, Bianca Craddock had a very 
nasty fall at the bank arrowhead with JJ Fortitude 
falling on her and causing a number of injuries. 
At last report, Bianca was in the Alfred Hospital 
and in an induced partial coma although she was 
able to communicate with family and confirm 
that she could move her feet and hands. She has 
several broken ribs and internal lacerations and 
doctors at this stage are confident that she has no 
permanent brain damage. It is hard to know 
whether we can say that she is lucky to be alive 
or unlucky to have such an awful accident. More 
than one 3 star rider expressed concerns at the 
design of the fence. The days were plagued by a 
number of serious accidents requiring the 
ambulance and air lifts. This meant that the cross 
country didn’ t finish until after 6.00 pm.   



   The organisers of the Tonimbuk horse 
trials should feel proud of their efforts and 
the fantastic event that they run. Spare a 
thought for these guys who spent until 7 pm 
on the public holiday on Monday cleaning 
up!!!! 

  
3. Geelong Horse Tr ials 
   Results of the Geelong Horse Trials can 
be found at the VEA website: 
www.viceventers.com.au 
   I have no report of this and anyone who 
would like to help by filing reports of 
events can contact me on 0419660703. The 
chance for a young budding sports 
journalist to get some runs on the board. 
 
4. Event Photographers  
  Event photographers add another 
enjoyable aspect to our weekends away. To 
be able to view photos at the event is a 
really wonderful improvement. 
   Derek O’Leary and OZEquestrian support 
VEA with photographs whenever we ask 
for them. You can visit Derek’s van at most 
events and view photos (sometimes a lot of 
photos!) for free and without pressure.  
  There are times when photographers such 
as Derek pay to be there. If other 
photographers turn up, sometimes they are 
not accredited with the event and don’ t pay. 
   The viability of accredited photographers 
needs to be protected so that we can keep 
this excellent service at our events. I would 
encourage event organisers and riders to 
take a stricter line with unaccredited 
photographers and VEA endorses 
OZEquestrian and encourages riders to 
consider their photos as they provide an 
excellent and low cost service. 
 
5. Janelle and Em – The Road to 
Badminton 
   For those of you following these two 
Victorians on their way to the world’s 
premier three day event, plans are well 
under way. They will depart on April 9th 
and plan to stay with Sam Griffiths in the 
UK in the lead up to Badminton. They will 
benefit from having Harry Boldt and Wayne 
Roycroft there with them at the event. 

Updates can be found while they are away on the 
VEA website: 
www.viceventers.com.au 
  
6. AGM 
   On Saturday the 9th, the Annual General 
Meeting was held and a large number of riders 
attended with only a few taking advantage of the 
free beer! 
   Many joined in and had their say on issues such 
as ways to assist younger/newer riders at events, 
course walks, a social-sub committee, venues for 
the combined training day, a proposed super 
clinic and the ROTY cocktail party. 
   The committee was elected with the following 
positions filled. Apologies to a couple of newer 
volunteers whose names I haven’ t yet got from 
the minutes! 
President: Adrian Bright 
Vice Presidents: James Lang 
                           Jona McLean 
Treasurer: Lee Norris 
Secretary: Jenni Bowker 
Web Site Manager: Amanda Habjan 
Young Rider: To be chosen shortly from Young 
Rider Sub-committee 
Executive Committee Members: TBC 
 
It was confirmed that the annual Rider of the 
Year (ROTY) awards will again be run at the 
VEA cocktail party at the Powerhouse in the first 
weekend of August. 
 
The VEA combined training day will investigate 
a new location due to the huge expense of 
running at Werribee park. Running the show 
jumping phase with a few XC fences was 
proposed and is being looked at. 
 
Ways to support our upper level riders to get 
interstate and international experience were 
discussed and ideas will be investigated over the 
next 12 months. 
 
7.  Being involved 
   VEA encourages all riders who want to become 
involved in the running of their sport to do so. 
The best way is to look in the handbook and 
contact one of the organisers in there. 
 
 



Finally, remember…. 
VEA is your voice. 
 
Membership is free and open to all members in EFA, HRCAV and Pony Club. 
 
Visit the website for information about events, news and information to help you. 
As an organisation we are committed to:   

·  Providing members with the latest news in Horse Trials.  
·  Furthering education through conducting eventing clinics.    
·  Running competitions.  
·  Providing Competitors with dates and contacts for both state and interstate events.  
·  Holding social activities.     
·  Coordinating the Victorian Event Rider awards.  
·  Bridging the gap between competitors and organising bodies by providing competition 

start times and competition results.   

VEA recognises that in order to ensure the successful continuance of our sport we must increase 
the profile of eventing in Victoria. 
 
Please help us to do this by joining the Victor ian Eventer 's Association mailing list either  
on the webpage or : 
 
Name:__________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:___________________________________________ 
 
and / or  postal address:  ________________________________ 

________________________________ 
Send to: Adrian Bright 
 PO BOX 388 
 Euroa 3666 


